POLAND________________________________________

either we shall stand firm on the Vistula, or some day soldierly, hard,
fanatical Poland will stand on the Oder.

JOHANN VON LEERS.    1932.    Bibl. VIII, D. 121
(cf. Bibl. I, 30, pp. 666-7).

THE Polish Government and the German Government consider that
the time has come to introduce a new phase in the political relations
between Germany and Poland by a direct understanding between
State and State. They have, therefore, decided to lay down in the
present Declaration the principles for the future development of these
relations.

The two Governments base their action on the fact that the
maintenance and guarantee of a lasting peace between their countries
is an essential prerequisite for the general peace of Europe.

German-Polish Declaration on Mutual Non-
Aggression, 26 January 1934. Polish
White Book, 1904, p. 20.

FOR his part the Chancellor defined his own attitude, doing so with
great precision. He formulated the following points:

1.  There would be no changes in the legal and political position in
Danzig (an der rechts politischm Lage Danzigs ivird nichts geandert
vuerderi).

2.  The  rights of the   Polish population  in   Danzig would  be
respected.

3.  The rights of Poland in Danzig would not be impaired.

The Chancellor declared emphatically that his Agreement with
Poland would be respected also so far as Danzig was concerned. Any
word he gave was and would be kept. A surprise step was out of
the question. The Chancellor's only desire was that the German
population of Danzig should choose its own form of Government,
most appropriate to Germans. Such a solution would be the best
guarantee against possible complications, for then incidents would
not be created by particular political parties. The Chancellor asked
rne to communicate the above statement to my Government.

Polish Ambassador in Berlin to Polish Ministry

for Foreign Affairs, Berlin, 5 Nov. 1937.

BibL, ibid^ p. 41.

WE are convinced that this agreement (with Poland) will bring lasting
peace. We understand that our two nations must live beside one
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